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Master Embroiderer

This book “Important Intangible Cultural Property No. 80-
Master Embroiderer” was compiled through a comprehensive
investigation and arrangement of the techniques for producing
embroidery, as done by Han Sang-soo and Choi Yu-hyun who
have transmitted the techniques.

As embroidery has been used mostly for clothing and
decorations, not only royal family members or nobles but also
common people used colourful decorations and clothing which
were embroidered in many ways, even during the age of Three
Kingdoms. From the age of Three Kingdoms, embroidery has
been disseminated widely, thus its expanded demand has resulted
in its continued development.

During the age of Koryo Kingdom, embroidery was used
widely to express realism and for religious works under the
influence of Buddhism. During the age of Choson Kingdom,
embroidery was largely used for letters and colours on the surface
of clothing and ceremonial materials. Expert embroiderers of
various kinds of embroidery were employed at government
offices. Though traditional embroidery techniques, they have
continued to the development of machine embroidery techniques,

they have continued to exist through the efforts of embroiderers.



Han Sang-soo, who has transmitted these techniques has made
every efforts to compile several books dealing with basic
embroidery techniques, embroidery techniques during the age of
the Choson kingdom, embroidered patches on the breast and
back of official uniforms, embroidery related to Buddhism and
the restoration of traditional embroidery. In 1981, he created artful
embroidery work related to Buddhism, which was called “Mat
Embroidery” because it looked just like a mat. It was the first
restoration of a traditional embroidery work.

Choe Yu-hyun, who also has transmitted these techniques has
done his best to promote the spread of embroidery in Pusan City
for more than 30 years and has made various kinds of embroidery
works based on the designs of various cultural assets, including
old pasintings, chinaware and Buddhist paintings. In particular, he
is now absorbed in embroidering various large works related to
the Buddhism based on old Buddhist paintings.

This book, which was compiled by the National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties to study and preserve Korean
traditional cultural artifacts under the program to document
important intangible cultural assets, is very helpful in
understanding the details of the documentary film on master
embroidery and their works. It is also expected to be greatly
useful for the study of cultural artifacts by the general public and

concerned scholars as well.
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