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CHIM SON JANG

FImportant Intangible Cultural Properties NO. 89 Ch’im
Son Jang 3 is an ethnography about Chéng Jong Wan, a design—
ated needleworker, and her life of traditional dress—making.

Our ancestors have upheld the value of propriety and
believed that the beginning of propriety was in attiring
oneself neatly. As a consequence, dress—marking became
an essential virtue in women.

Traditionally, it has been the role of women to make
clothes for the family. However, costumes for special occa-
sions such as weddings were often made by a profession—
al Ch’im Sén Jang, an artisan in needlework.

A Ch’im S3n Jang in those days has to be a designer, a
cutter, a pattern maker and a tailor all in one. This de-
manded high skills and a natural sensibility in aesthetics and
color.

In the 1900's, a great change came with the introduction
of the sewing machine, and traditional sewing techniques
gave way to mass production by machines. While such shift
stimulated skilled women in needlework to enter into the pu-
blic sphere, it cut off the cultural heritage of traditional sew-
ing techniques.

The designation of Chéng Jéng Wan in 1988 as a Important
Intangible Cultural Properties NO. 89 Ch’im Son Jang was a
hopeful change at a time when traditional needlework seemed
to be the verge of extinction. Chdng Jéng Wan is now working
to preserve the cultural legacy of making original Korean cos-
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tumes. The traditional costumes she produces exhibit dura—
bility and meticulousness in the quality of sewing. They are
also noted for natural and beautiful lines of Korean attire such
as the front and back doryén (bottom edge of traditional jacket
and coat), soenbi (classical scholar) family. Original Korean
colors are also characteristic of Chong Jong Wan's hanboks
(traditional Korean costumes), which are beautiful as well as
practical. The methods she has learned will be passed down
to her pupils and will be further developed.
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