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SOBAN JANG

MImportant Intangible Cultural Property No. 99 So-BanjJang, records the
technique employed for traditional dining table making by designated Cultural
Property holder, Yi In Sae and other regional craftsmen in Tongyéng and Naju.

Soban’s use originates from the Korean practice of floor oriented living. Since the
past, it has functioned as an everyday object used for dining purposes.

During the Chosdn period in particular, common practice dictated the use or one
soban per person, In households of noble lineage, especially, scores of soban were
required for entertaining guests. These days, however, its usage has decreased
damatically due to changes in the Korean lifestyle, changes which forced soban
makers to seek other occupations to make ends meet. The skill would have been lost
had it not been for artisans such as Yi In Sae who kept his family trade alive.
Consequently, he was awarded official recognition in 1992 as an expert in soban

making.

Growing out of a dedication to preserve and document Korean cultural heritage,
this publication was conceived in conjuction with a project that included the
production of a film entitled "Soban Jang, . This book may serve as a companion

piece to the above film.
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The general public as well as the researchers specializing in korean carpentry can
truly appreciate the beauty of soban—-making through the detailed documenting of the
traditional carpentry tools and the production process.

Intended as an educational resource, this book aims to ensure that Important
Intangible Cultural Properties are transmitted to future generations so that all amy
benefit from this rich inheritance. It can further promote cultural pride and serve as

a basic foundation for enhancing national awareness of traditional culture.
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