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Ok Jang

Jade has been used in Korea from the Stone Age and it was especially favored
by the people in the Age of The Three Kingdoms. This fact can be identified by
the many kinds of jade beads excavated from various ancient tombs. Most of the
jade in the Age of the Three Kingdoms had the form of curved jade, ornamental
jade attached to the crown, and round jade. Later in Koryod, it developed into
various kinds of sculptured jade ornaments. According to the National Code, a
code of laws written in Choson, there were 10 craftsmen at the Jade
Manufacturing Factory in the capital city, and there also might have been many

jade manufacturing craftsmen all over the country.

Jade was usually used as a kind of ornament for the kings’ families and the
ruling classes, and jade ornaments were also handed down as a family treasure

from mother-in-law to daughter-in-law or from mother to daughter.

As the character of jade, which is white and soft, implies persistence, mildness,
faintness and patience, it is highly suitable to the Korean emotion, which
resulted in its widespread popularity. In addition, because jade is comparable to
the best nature which can be maintained by human beings, it is closely related
to the daily life of the people. Thus, it has been utilized as a kind of medicine
which has a good effect, as well as an ornament and a family treasure.

Even though traditional jade manufacturing technology and its accompanying
equipment has not been handed down in written records, jade manufacturing
technology is known to have had the following six processes : 1. quarrying of
the stone, 2. design, 3. cutting, 4. formation, 5. carving in detail (boring a hole
and grooving), and 6. making the luster. During each process, an ironsaw for
cutting, angle-making equipment, grinding equipment, and a spinning wheel to

create the final jade ornamental product were used.

For cutting, a saw made of three spinning steel strings was used. Whenever
the original stone was cut by the saw, water with abrasive material would be
added between the spaces of the strings. For boring a hole in the jade,
bow-shaped spinning equipment, which has a shape like a bow and makes a hole
by spanning the drill with bow-like wings, was used. After boring a hole in the
jade, carving was done by using silk or wire according to the figures of the
stone. When carving, silk was utilized by being linked with hand-spinning
equipment and the wire by being wound in a bow. When grinding the surface of
the jade, its surface was ground by utilizing fast turnings of foot-spinning
equipment for the grinding. Lastly, when making the luster, the jade would get



its luster by being continuously ground on its surface after lustering material

was added to the surface.

Although jade is ground and trimmed with modern equipment today more
speedily than traditional jade processing, it still takes a lot of time to design the
shape and finish the processing. In particular, as jade is very expensive and rare,
it is necessary to make a precise forecast from the initial stages of stone choice
and original basic painting, and the artisans should not only know various
techniques but also possess the artistic talent needed for detailed carving and
elaborate processing. Chang Ju-won, who possesses both the talent and
technology for manufacturing jade, learned the traditional methods of trimming
and repairing artistic objects of jade and various kinds of ornaments from his
childhood and has developed his own world of artistic works based on traditional
techniques. He is particularly good at carving open work and is famous for the

elaborate carving of jade incense burners, kettles, and pendants.
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