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Master of Sedge Handicrafts

This book on "Important Intangible Cultural Property No.103-Master of Sedge
Handicrafts” was complied through a comprehensive investigation and
arrangement of the techniques for producing sedge handicrafts made by Yi
Sang-jae who has transmitted these techniques.

The techniques for making sedge handicrafts include how to weave sedge with
warping stone or mat frame and how to weave sedge with hands. Yi Sang-jae,
who has transmitted these techniques, uses his hands to weave sedge. The
techniques include three stages of selecting and processing raw sedge materials
after growing them, dyeing them with dyestuffs, and arranging beautifully dyed
materials to make a sedge product. The handicrafts made with these techniques
are used diversely for festivals, daily life and decorations.

This book introduces the process of making sedge handicrafts such as round

cushions, square clothing boxes, round mesh bags and chests used for delivering
a letter to the house of a fiancee in which the year, month, day, and house of birth of
the bridegroom-to-be are written using such techniques as ranking broad
strings, two-ply strings and three-ply strings from the stages of growing,
selecting and dyeing sedge. In addition, this book includes the history of sedge
handicraft techniques.
The techniques for making sedge handicrafts, which have been handed down at
Kyodong myon, Kanghwa County, Inchon Special City as work done by farmers
during thd slack season, have been transmitted by Yi Sang-jea, who has taught
these techniques to his disciple. In particular, these techniques have been
promoted in line with the program of Kangwa Country to produce tourism
products.

This book which was compiled by the National Research Institute of Cultural
Properties to study and preserve Korean traditional cultural artifacts under the
program to document major intangible cultural assets, is very helpful for
understanding the details of the documentary film on masters sedge handicrafts
the outline of making these crafts, and the work of the masters. It is also
expected to be greatly useful for the study of traditional cultural artifacts by the
general public and concerned scholars as well.
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